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Congratulations!  You are giving your child the gift of a second language by having him/her enrolled in a French Immersion program.  With French available in our community, I decided to send you a list of activities that you and your child can do, en français, over the summer vacation.  It is very beneficial for your child to continue to be exposed to French during the summer months.  Amusez-vous bien / Have fun!
**Read! Read! Read! Read! Read! Encourage French reading and applaud your child’s effort.  Find books on topics of interest to your child.  It is crucial that all French Immersion students continue to read at home during the summer holidays to maintain the skills they have learned throughout the school year.  Show your child that you think reading is important.  Have books, magazines and newspapers around the house. Visit the library at École Samuel-de-Champlain that has thousands of French material available for everyone.  Make reading enjoyable. Listen to your child read.  Talk to your child about what she or he is reading. Read to your child in English! 

**Encourage your child to write his/her own books, to write to a Francophone pen pal, to write invitations, grocery lists, birthday cards, messages, etc.  Have writing materials such as paper, markers, and pencils available.
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**You may choose to rent a DVD this summer!  As you may already be aware, you can choose to watch the movie in French!
**Most of us have easy access to French TV programs.  Your child might choose to watch cartoons, sports, music programs.  Have the caption feature enabled so that your child can view the words while hearing them.
**If computer and video games are part of your child’s life, try French games and software.  Here’s a list of educational computer games that you can find on the internet:
http://www.radio-canada.ca/jeunesse/
http://www.coindespetits.com/accueil/coinpage1.html  
http://www.stephyprod.com
http://www2.umoncton.ca/cfdocs/casmi/casmi/index.cfm
http://www.lesdebrouillards.qc.ca/applicationWeb/pages/publique/h
ttp://www.momes.net/education/lecture/lecture.html
   

http://fslactivities.ca/
http://www.iletaitunehistoire.com/genres/contes-legendes/lire/midas-biblidcon_023
http://www2.tfo.org/Education/
**French summer camp is a wonderful way for immersion students to have fun and to practice their French while school is out.  Locally, there are camps offered to French Immersion students by Canadian Parent for French (674-1937, jwmurphy@nbnet.nb.ca).
**Travel can bring a language alive!  Consider taking a family vacation in Quebec or northern NB where your child will have opportunities to listen and speak French, as well as helping the rest of the family plan the itinerary.
**Consider a day trip!  National parks and many provincial ones offer information, pamphlets, tours and activities en français.

**Provide opportunities for your child to use oral language by hiring a French speaking babysitter.  Whether an older French Immersion student or a francophone neighbor, your child will benefit.    Invite a friend from school and encourage the kids to interact in French.
**Music and videos are an ideal way to bring French alive at home for a child of any age.   Several music stores in the city sell tapes or CDs. You can also rent videos at Samuel-de-Champlain school all summer!
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**Let your child become your teacher!  Learn or improve your French by having your child teach you one French structure per day.  This might not teach your child anything new but it does provide extra practice and a sense of pride.



Gina Comeau

French Immersion Literacy Lead
Forest Hills School
Reference: 
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Summer reading loss, The Reading Teacher.
